Montes de Malaga – Mirador de Pocopán

Distance: 8 km

Time: between 2.5 and 3 hours including stops

A walk to the spectacular Mirador de Pocopán with views down to the coast.

How to get there: between kilometre 14 and 15 on the Montes de Malaga road, take the entrance to the park at the Fuente de la Reina.  Follow the signs to the Aula de la Naturaleza Las Contadores until you reach the large car-parking area at the Monolito de las Contadores.  Park here to begin the walk.

Take the track signposted towards the Aula de la Naturaleza.  After a few metres is the entrance to the drive down to the nature school.  Take the wide track up to the right.  After about 2 km you will reach the base of the Mirador de Pocapan.  Here you can decide whether you want to take the short detour to the top of the Mirador or continue on with the walk along the track.  To get to the top is a steep scramble but the view from the top is pretty spectacular giving you views across the natural park north to El Torcal, west to the Sierra de las Nieves and down to Malaga and the Costa del Sol.  To get back down, it is probably easier to continue down the other side of the hill and re-join the track.

Either way, you now reach the Monolito de Pocopán.  There is a choice here to extend the walk a little following the track on towards the Alto de Jotrón  However, the walk itself now takes a sharp right turning back down the narrower path.  Follow this path through the pine forest (a clearing along here is a good place to stop for a break).  Along the way is one of the many abandoned cortijos in the park with a fine cedar of Lebanon and date palms and avenue of Italian cypress marking a once grand entrance.  This path continues along above the pretty gorge until you see the impressive remains of the Lagar de Chinchilla cortijo with its massive stepped terracing almost intact.  Continue past this, ignoring the track on the left which heads back along the stream.

When you reach yet another ruin – the Casa de Santillana -  take the track going up to the right of the ruin (the other path leads to the mill museum Museo Lagar Torrijos).  This leads to the Mirador Martinez Falero which is a handy resting spot before the final kilometre climb up to the Monolito de las Contadores and the start of the walk.

